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Indigenous knowledge and practices are 
central to conservation efforts to protect biological 
and cultural diversity and address the climate crisis. 

“ I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  a r t  o f  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  E a r t h  w i t h o u t
d e s t r o y i n g  i t .  T h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  t e a c h  a n d  l e a d  b y  e x a m p l e .  W e  m u s t  h e e d
t h e s e  l e s s o n s ,  i f  w e  w a n t  o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t o  h a v e  a  f u t u r e . ”  
J o n  W a t e r h o u s e ,  S ' K l a l l a m ,  C h i p p e w a - C r e e

ALASKA PALAU ECUADOR MONGOLIA AUSTRALIA

GREENLAND CALIFORNIA VANCOUVER ISLANDALBERTA - MONTANTA

Restoring 
whales

How the Iñupiaq used
millennia of knowledge to

triple their numbers

Taking care 
of the sea

Palauans have sustained
themselves and their

ecosystems by drawing on
long-held values

Upholding the 
rainforest

Why the Cofán adopted
radical, creative new

methods to preserve their
traditional landscapes

Altai peoples bring back
ancient beliefs to motivate

the hard work of taking
care of the land

Taking 
sustainability 
into the future

Preserving 
with flames

The Djabugay and Dabu
Jajikal are teaching

outsiders - and the world -
the virtues of cool fire

Defending 
Indigenous science

The Inughuit prefer the
way of the kayak and

dogsled to European-style
conservation

Returning Salmon

Klamath nations fought for
decades to remove dams

that wrecked their river

Bringing back 
buffalo

The Siksikaisitapi play lead
roles in a pan-Indigenous

effort to restore the
northern plains

The TIa-o-qui-aht saved
their forests - and

themselves - by
constructing a park of

their own

Rebuilding
Indigenous 
sovereignty
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Portraits left to right: Top Row Fannie Akpik, Iñupiaq Elder; Vicky Kanai, Former Palaun Delegate; Alejandro Criollo, Cofán shaman;
Erdenepurew Banzragch, Khalk Herder; Topsy Gibson, Dabu Jajigal Ranger; 
Bottom Row Ilannguaq Qaernaq, Inughuit hunter; Elizabeth Azzuz, Indigenous Burning Network Director; Timothy F Davis, Former
Chairman Blackfoot Tribe; Saya Masso, Tla-o-qui-aht Director of Natural Resources



T h e r e  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  y e t  u n d e r -
r e c o g n i z e d  r o l e  t h a t  I n d i g e n o u s
p e o p l e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e
p l a y e d — a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a y — i n
s u s t a i n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l
d i v e r s i t y .  A s  t h e  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d
c l i m a t e  c r i s e s  c o n v e r g e ,  t h e  t i m e
t o  s u p p o r t  I n d i g e n o u s  l e a d e r s h i p
i s  n o w .

T h i s  r i c h ,  i n - d e p t h ,  s t o r y t e l l i n g
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  b a s e d  o n  g r o w i n g
g l o b a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l
r o l e  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  p l a y  i n
s u s t a i n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l
d i v e r s i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a d a p t i n g  t o  a n d
a b a t i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  T h i s
c a m p a i g n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a
b o o k ,  u p h o l d s  t h e  i n h e r e n t
s o v e r e i g n  r i g h t s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
p e o p l e s  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l
l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s ,  a n d  s e e k s  t o
b u i l d  a  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d
b r o a d l y  b e n e f i t  a n d  s u s t a i n  l i f e  o n
p l a n e t  E a r t h  f o r  a l l .

T o  b u i l d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h i s
c r i t i c a l  d i a l o g u e ,  w e  s e e k
i n v e s t m e n t  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o f
s u p p o r t e r s .  

B a s e d  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  b y  a w a r d - w i n n i n g  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c
p h o t o g r a p h e r  K i l i i i  Y ü y a n ,  t h e  b o o k  w i l l  t a k e  r e a d e r s  o n  a
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  j o u r n e y  t o  p l a c e s  a n d  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i t h  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  h o m e l a n d s .  V i v i d  p o r t r a i t s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  m e n
a n d  w o m e n ,  y o u t h  a n d  e l d e r s ,  h u n t e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s ,  s p i r i t u a l
l e a d e r s  a n d  c r a f t s m e n  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h e i r  w a y s  o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  t a k i n g
c a r e  o f  t h e  l a n d .  T h e s e  a r e  c o n c e p t s  a n d  s k i l l s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
t a u g h t  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  a r e  b a s e d  o n  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  v e n e r a t i o n
f o r  l i f e — w h i c h  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  a  l i v i n g  p l a n e t .  T h i s
r e f l e c t s  a  h o l i s t i c  a n d  b r o a d  a p p r o a c h  t o  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g
l a n g u a g e ,  a r t ,  a n d  c e r e m o n y  a s  w a y s  t o  m a i n t a i n  h u m a n -
e n v i r o n m e n t  r e l a t i o n s .

T h e s e  p l a c e - b a s e d  s t o r i e s  a n d  i m a g e r y  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y
a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  G w i c h ’ i n  s u p e r m o d e l  a n d  a c t i v i s t  Q u a n n a h
C h a s i n g h o r s e .  E s s a y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c o m e  f r o m  a w a r d - w i n n i n g
w r i t e r  C h a r l e s  C .  M a n n ,  a u t h o r  o f  1491 ,  w h o  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  K i l i i i
o n  a  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  a n d
a w a r d  w i n n i n g  a u t h o r ,  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s '  a l l y ,  a n d  N a t i o n a l
G e o g r a p h i c  E x p l o r e r ,  G l e b  R a y g o r o d e t s k y ,  w h o  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g
w r i t e r  t o  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  o f  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h i s
t o p i c  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  n a m e :  G u a r d i a n s  o f  L i f e .

Guardians (essentially rangers) of Cofán people,  who patrol their borders for illegal logging
and mining, in Sinangoe, Ecuador

Photographer Kiliii Yüyan on assignment in Arctic AlaskaMarine biodiversity in Palau

https://glebraygorodetsky.com/


K e e p  c a r b o n  i n  t h e  g r o u n d :  
C o f á n  f o r e s t  g u a r d i a n s  k e e p i n g  o i l
d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  d i s p l a c i n g  t h e i r
r a i n f o r e s t  h o m e l a n d  i n  t h e
E c u a d o r i a n  A m a z o n .

BRAIDED RIVER is a conservation media and literary arts nonprofit with a mission to
defend wild and sacred places by bringing evocative and inspirational images and stories
to an ever-growing and diverse audience of environmental protectors. Through powerful
visual storytelling and compelling, timely environmental calls to action, Braided River
works with community partners to preserve Earth's biodiversity. A marquee book, earned
media, multimedia public events, exhibits, social media, and films provide a broad range of
ongoing engagement.

Contact: 
Helen Cherullo
206.406.0417
hcherullo@braidedriver.org
www.BraidedRiver.org

P e o p l e  a r e  a  k e y s t o n e
s p e c i e s .  I n d i g e n o u s
P e o p l e s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d
p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h e
b i o d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e i r  l a n d
b y  u s i n g  f i r e  t o  e n h a n c e
e c o s y s t e m  h e a l t h .

R e s t o r e  w i l d  s a l m o n :
H o o p a ,  K l a m a t h ,  a n d
K a r u  N a t i o n s  r e s t o r i n g
h i s t o r i c  s a l m o n  r u n s  i n
t h e  K l a m a t h  R i v e r
w a t e r s h e d  t h r o u g h  d a m
r e m o v a l  a n d  w a t e r s h e d
r e s t o r a t i o n .

P r o t e c t  r e e f s  f r o m
i l l e g a l  f i s h i n g :  P e o p l e  o f
P a l a u  d e m o n s t r a t e  h o w
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,
b i o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g ,
a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t
p r o t e c t  r e e f  b i o d i v e r s i t y .

S p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  S a c r e d  S i t e s .  I n
M o n g o l i a ,  n o m a d i c  h e r d e r s
p r o t e c t  l a n d s  a n d  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s
s n o w  l e o p a r d s ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o
p l a n e t a r y  h e a l t h  -  e c o l o g i c a l l y
a n d  c u l t u r a l l y .  

P r e s e r v i n g  c u l t u r e  p r e s e r v e s  w i l d l i f e .
I n u g h u i t  h u n t e r s  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n
G r e e n l a n d  h u n t  n a r w h a l s  i n  c u l t u r a l l y
a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y s  t h a t  h e l p  k e e p
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s
h e a l t h y .

I n d i g e n o u s  k n o w l e d g e
w o r k i n g  w i t h  s c i e n c e .  
T r a d i t i o n a l  w h a l e  h u n t i n g
b y  t h e  I ñ u p i a q  p e o p l e s
c r e a t e s  c o n n e c t i v i t y ,
h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g
( t r i p l i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
w h a l e s  i n  5 0  y e a r s ) .

Through a book, traveling exhibit, digital media campaign and multimedia events,

"Guardians of Life" will tell a story both global and local—engaging diverse

communities, fostering cross-cultural dialogue, inclusivity, and understanding

Indigenous ways of knowing and being as something that sustains a healthy

relationship with the planet. 

Photographer Kiliii Yüyan rides a dogsled with an Inughuit hunter as
they search for seals in an unprecendented year of sea ice decline

R e t u r n i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  t o  M o t h e r
E a r t h :  T h e  B l a c k f o o t  C o n f e d e r a c y  i n
M o n t a n a  a n d  A l b e r t a  a r e
“ r e m a t r i a t i n g ”  b u f f a l o  t o  t h e i r
a n c e s t r a l  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
b e g i n n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g  a
B l a c k f e e t  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .

P r o t e c t  t h e  l a s t  a n c i e n t
f o r e s t s :  T l a o q u i a h t
g u a r d i a n s  h a v e  c r e a t e d
a  T r i b a l  P a r k  t o  p r o t e c t
a n c i e n t  f o r e s t s  o n  M e a r s
I s l a n d ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .



I n d i g e n o u s  C o m m u n i t i e s :  A c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n
t h e  p r o j e c t ,  r e c l a i m i n g  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  t h r o u g h
p h o t o g r a p h i c  p o r t r a y a l ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e n t s .  

C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
C o m m u n i t i e s :  D e e p e n i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
r o l e  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  w i s d o m  i n  b i o d i v e r s i t y
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  c l i m a t e  s o l u t i o n s  a n d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  b o o k  a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g
c o n t e n t ,  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  a n d  o u t r e a c h  t o
u n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m s .

C u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  E n t h u s i a s t s :  G a i n i n g
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
c u l t u r e s ,  l a n d s c a p e s ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h
v i s u a l l y  c a p t i v a t i n g  c o n t e n t ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d
o t h e r  p r o g r a m m i n g .

C l i m a t e  J u s t i c e  A d v o c a t e s  a n d  G e n - Z :  F i n d i n g
i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m p l e s  f o r
s u s t a i n a b l e  l i v i n g  a n d  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n  t h r o u g h
t h e  b o o k ' s  w o r d s ,  i m a g e s ,  a n d  p r o f i l e d  p e o p l e
a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c i a l  m e d i a
o u t r e a c h ,  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  a n d
p r o g r a m m i n g .

O U T R E A C H  W I T H  I M P A C T Expanding the Conversation & Building Bridges

Members of the Mongolian Altai community gather to sing ‘long songs’, a ceremony that 
celebrates the beauty and connection of the people to the steppe and mountains.

Target demographics include:

Inclusivity is prioritized on digital platforms

using captions on video content and investing

into translation for caption materials.

Consultation with partner organizations Nia

Tero, Land is Life, One Reef, and Survival

International, among others, will also shape

accessibility choices.



$ 7 5 , 0 0 0
P u b l i c a t i o n  s u p p o r t :  e d i t o r i a l ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  d e s i g n ,
d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g

$ 4 5 , 0 0 0
C o m p a n i o n  m u l t i m e d i a  a n d  d i g i t a l  s o c i a l  c a m p a i g n  a n d
d e d i c a t e d  w e b s i t e  ( t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n  t a n d e m  w i t h  b o o k
a d v o c a c y  c a m p a i g n )

$ 7 5 , 0 0 0
E v e n t s  a n d  o u t r e a c h  ( e v e n t   s p a c e  a n d  p l a n n i n g  p l u s
h o n o r a r i u m s  f o r  s p e a k e r s  s u c h  a s  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t r i b a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s  w h o  w i l l  j o i n
K i l i i i  Y ü y a n

* N u m b e r  o f  e v e n t s  s c a l a b l e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  f u n d s  r a i s e d
a n d  i n - k i n d  s u p p o r t

$ 5 5 , 0 0 0
P o p - u p  e x h i b i t  ( f o r  p u b l i c  v e n u e s ,  r e g i o n a l  s c i e n c e
c e n t e r s ,  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  v e n u e s  s u c h  a s
t h e  B u r k e  M u s e u m  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  d i s p l a y  s p a c e s ) .

T o t a l  C a m p a i g n  ( P u b l i s h i n g  a n d  y e a r  o n e  o f  a  s c a l a b l e
i m p a c t  c a m p a i g n )  

$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0

B R I N G  T H I S  B O O K  T O
L I F E  W I T H  A  G I F T

B r a i d e d  R i v e r  i s  s e e k i n g  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  f o r
p u b l i c a t i o n  c o s t s  a n d  $ 1 7 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  c a m p a i g n

e x p e n s e s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  b o o k  t o  l i f e .   

BRAIDED RIVER is a conservation media and literary arts nonprofit with a mission to defend
wild and sacred places by bringing evocative and inspirational images and stories to an ever-
growing and diverse audience of environmental protectors. Through powerful visual
storytelling and compelling, timely environmental calls to action, Braided River works with
community partners to preserve Earth's biodiversity. A marquee book, earned media,
multimedia public events, exhibits, social media, and films provide a broad range of ongoing
engagement.

Contact: 
Helen Cherullo
206.406.0417
hcherullo@braidedriver.org
www.BraidedRiver.org

Three ways to make a gift:
Donate online at https://www.braidedriver.org1.
Send a check to Braided River with “Guardians” in the notes. Checks may
be mailed to: Braided River, 1001 SW Klickitat Way Ste 201, Seattle, WA
98134

2.

Make a gift through your donor advised fund.3.


