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Portraits left to right: Top Row Fannie Akpik, Ifiupiaq Elder; Vicky Kanai, Former Palaun Delegate; Alejandro Criollo, Cofdn shaman;
Erdenepurew Banzragch, Khalk Herder; Topsy Gibson, Dabu Jajigal Ranger;

Bottom Row Ilannguaq Qaernaq, Inughuit hunter; Elizabeth Azzuz, Indigenous Burning Network Director; Timothy F Davis, Former
Chairman Blackfoot Tribe; Saya Masso, Tla-o-qui-aht Director of Natural Resources

“Indigenous peoples have mastered the art of living on the Earth without
destroying it. They continue to teach and lead by example. We must heed
these lessons, if we want our grandchildren to have a future.”

Jon Waterhouse, S'Klallam, Chippewa-Cree



Guardians

There is a critical yet under-
recognized role that Indigenous
peoples around the world have
played—and continue to play—in
sustaining biological and cultural
diversity. As the biodiversity and
climate crises converge, the time
to support Indigenous leadership
is now.

This rich, in-depth, storytelling
initiative is based on growing
global recognition of the critical
role Indigenous peoples play in
sustaining biological and cultural
diversity, as well as adapting to and
abating climate change. This
campaign, which will begin with a
book, upholds the inherent
sovereign rights of Indigenous
peoples to care for their ancestral
lands and waters, and seeks to
build a movement that would
broadly benefit and sustain life on
planet Earth for all.

To build the foundation for this
critical dialogue, we seek
investment from our community of
supporters.

Guardians (essentially rangers) of Cofan people, who patrol their borders for illegal logging

and mining, in Sinangoe, Ecuador

Based on the work of by award-winning National Geographic
photographer Kiliii Yiiyan, the book will take readers on a
transformative journey to places and people living in relationship
with their ancestral homelands. Vivid portraits of Indigenous men
and women, youth and elders, hunters and farmers, spiritual
leaders and craftsmen will reveal their ways of knowing and taking
care of the land. These are concepts and skills that have been
taught for generations and are based on a foundational veneration
for life—which is at the heart of caring for a living planet. This
reflects a holistic and broad approach to sustainability, including
language, art, and ceremony as ways to maintain human-
environment relations.

These place-based stories and imagery will be complemented by
an introduction by Gwich’in supermodel and activist Quannah
Chasinghorse. Essay contributions come from award-winning
writer Charles C. Mann, author of 74917, who has worked with Kiliii
on a National Geographic article on the topic of sovereignty, and
award winning author, Indigenous peoples' ally, and National
Geographic Explorer, Gleb Raygorodetsky, who is a contributing
writer to a special issue of National Geographic dedicated to this
topic under the same name: Guardians of Life.

Marine biodiversity in Palau
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Photographer Kiliii Yiyan on assignment in Arctic Alaska


https://glebraygorodetsky.com/

Through a book, traveling exhibit, digital media campaign and multimedia events,

Guardians

"Guardians of Life" will tell a story both global and local—engaging diverse

of - . . . . .
/ communities, fostering cross-cultural dialogue, inclusivity, and understanding
1 ‘ i Indigenous ways of knowing and being as something that sustains a healthy

relationship with the planet.

Indigenous knowledge Preserving culture preserves wildlife.
working with science. Inughuit hunters in northwestern
Traditional whale hunting Greenland hunt narwhals in culturally
by the IAupiaq peoples appropriate ways that help keep
creates connectivity, populations of these marine mammals
health and wellbeing healthy.

(tripling the number of
whales in 50 years).

Protect the last ancient
forests: Tlaoquiaht
guardians have created
a Tribal Park to protect
ancient forests on Mears
Island, British Columbia.

Restore wild salmon:
Hoopa, Klamath, and
Karu Nations restoring
historic salmon runs in
the Klamath River
watershed through dam
removal and watershed

restoration. Returning the sacred to Mother
Earth: The Blackfoot Confederacy in

Keep carbon in the ground: Montana and Alberta are

Cofan forest guardians keeping oil “rematriating” buffalo to their

development from displacing their ancestral territories, including

rainforest homeland in the beginning the process of creating a

Ecuadorian Amazon. ] Blackfeet National Park.

Photographer Kiliii Yiyan rides a dogsled with an Inughuit hunter as

they search for seals in an unprecendented year of sea ice decline

BRAIDED RIVER is a conservation media and literary arts nonprofit with a mission to
defend wild and sacred places by bringing evocative and inspirational images and stories
to an ever-growing and diverse audience of environmental protectors. Through powerful

visual storytelling and compelling, timely environmental calls to action, Braided River
PJ R A ] D F D works with community partners to preserve Earth's biodiversity. A marquee book, earned
. media, multimedia public events, exhibits, social media, and films provide a broad range of

R [\,ER ongoing engagement.

Spirituality and Sacred Sites. In
Mongolia, nomadic herders
protect lands and species such as
snow leopards, contributing to
planetary health - ecologically
and culturally.

Protect reefs from
illegal fishing: People of
Palau demonstrate how
traditional community
decision-making,
biological monitoring,
and enforcement
protect reef biodiversity.

People are a keystone
species. Indigenous
Peoples across the world
protect and preserve the
biodiversity of their land
by using fire to enhance
ecosystem health.

Contact:

Helen Cherullo
206.406.0417
hcherullo@braidedriver.org
www.BraidedRiver.org



Members of the Mongolian Altai community gather to sing ‘long songs’, a ceremony that ~ d,
celebrates the beauty and connection of the people to the steppe and mountains. (Illar 1ans

Target demographics include:

Indigenous Communities: Active participants in
the project, reclaiming narratives and
strengthening cultural heritage through
photographic portrayal, interviews,
collaborations, and events.

Conservation and Environmental
Communities: Deepening understanding of the
role of Indigenous wisdom in biodiversity
conservation, climate solutions and
sustainability through book and programming
content, community partners and outreach to
university programs.

Cultural History Enthusiasts: Gaining
awareness and appreciation of Indigenous
cultures, landscapes, and knowledge through
visually captivating content, presentations, and
other programming.

Climate Justice Advocates and Gen-Z: Finding
inspiration and practical examples for
sustainable living and climate action through
the book's words, images, and profiled people
and communities, as well as social media
outreach, community partners and
programming.

OUTREACH WITH IMPACT Expanding the Conversation & Building Bridges

Inclusivity is prioritized on digital platforms

using captions on video content and investing
into translation for caption materials.
Consultation with partner organizations Nia
Tero, Land is Life, One Reef, and Survival
International, among others, will also shape

accessibility choices.
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Bralded River is seeking $75, OOO_ for

BRAIDED RIVER is a conservation media and literary arts nonprofit with a mission to defend Contact:
wild and sacred places by bringing evocative and inspirational images and stories to an ever-
growing and diverse audience of environmental protectors. Through powerful visual
storytelling and compelling, timely environmental calls to action, Braided River works with
community partners to preserve Earth's biodiversity. A marquee book, earned media,
BR-A I DED multimedia public events, exhibits, social media, and films provide a broad range of ongoing

RIVER engagement.

Helen Cherullo
206.406.0417
hcherullo@braidedriver.org
www.BraidedRiver.org




